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The following are synopses of the news 
articles found in the Japanese edition. 

Date Station Plaza Renovation 
The renovation work to be completed on 
February 1st aims to improve ease of use and 
reduce congestion.

Date Station Post-Renovation Guide Map

Taxi Stand
Public Washroom

General-Use Parking Section

General-Use Parking Lot

Parking Lot Division (Colored Pavement)

Bicycle Parking

Station
Building

Monthly Contract Holder
Parking Section

Cooperation sought with snow removal; melting agents 
available at every City Hall Branch Office
We ask your cooperation with the following:
・ Please dispose of any snow left in front of your home after snow 

removal operations.
・Please do not park on the street.
・Please do not dispose of snow in the roadway.
・ During heavy snow, refrain from going out unless it is essential or 

urgent. 
・ Please prune tree branches which protrude over roads so that they 

do not obstruct traffic.
・ Snow removal machines are available at each elementary and 

middle school for the removal of snow on school routes and within 
the community. Those interested in using one should enquire at 
the nearest school. (For those in the Tomino, Yamafunyū, Shirane, 
Isazawa, and Higashi-Ōeda areas, please enquire at the local 
exchange hall.)

Early completion of light automobile 
ownership formalities requested; process for 
changes in owner name, etc., unneglectable
Please complete procedures for the following by the end of March:
・Acquisition, deregistration, or ownership transfer of a light 
automobile
・Change in address of owner

Date City’s “Orange Summit” to consider dementia-
supportive community enhancement methods
Program will be held at the Hobara Civic Center and Hobara Central 
Exchange Hall on Sunday, March 8th; it will include a dementia 
supporter training course, dementia café, symposium, etc.
Apply by Friday, February 21st by calling the City Hall’s Senior 
Welfare Department; or by submitting a paper application (forms 
available at local exchange halls) to either the City Hall’s Senior 
Welfare Department or to any City Hall Branch Office outside of 
Hobara Town.

Collection of unused colon cancer test kits
Please return unused test kits to the Hobara Health Center, the City 
Hall’s National Health Insurance and Pension Department, or any 
of the City Hall Branch Offices outside of Hobara Town by Friday, 
February 28th

Countermeasures against impaired television reception near 
cellphone towers
The Association of 700MHz Frequency Promotion [sic] will conduct 
on-site investigations and countermeasures at homes near cellphone 
towers, where there is the possibility of interference to television 
reception. For details, please refer to the flyer distributed prior to any 
work.

Be wary of scams and malicious businesses operating under the 
guise of this countermeasure construction. Legitimate investigations 
and construction are provided at no cost; beware of anyone trying to 
charge a fee for any service.
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American Football
Coordinator for International Relations’ Monthly Column by Anthony Gillan

　February seems to be the month of 
school entrance exams in Japan. In the 
modern age, I think that St.Valentine’s 
Day is a popular February holiday around 
the world, but when it comes to America, 
the most popular event is held on the first 
Sunday of the month – the Super Bowl. 
The Super Bowl is the championship 
game of America’s most popular sport, 
American football, and is the most 
watched television event in the country. 
It is held on Super Bowl Sunday, and I 
think that more than any other time, one 
can experience American culture on this 
day.
　I think that American football has 
barely any popularity in Japan, but 
actually it shares the same roots as rugby, 
which last year exploded in popularity in 
this country. Rugby was able to spread 
worldwide as a result of the expansive 
British Empire, but American football 
has not become much of an international 
sport. However, within the United States, 
American football is pervasively popular 
in much the same way as baseball is in 
Japan. The main events in American high 
schools are usually football games, and 
the most athletic male students generally 
join the school’s football team. Football 
was especially important at my high 
school, and a number of my classmates 
had been recruited from middle school or 

other high schools just to play football. I 
even joined the football team one year – 
only to join a different sport team three 
days later, after being told that I was too 
small. By the way, my height then (as 
now) was 185 centimeters. 
　American football is an incredibly 
interesting sport, but as it is dangerous 
and requ i res  a  lo t  o f  spec ia l i zed 
equipment, I can’t recommend it in 
Japan. Besides, there are many rules 
of play, and learning them takes time; 
it is not nearly as easy to understand 
as a sport like soccer or table tennis. 
Thankfully, when I was a child I often 
watched games with my football-loving 
father, who would patiently explain the 
rules to me. It wasn’t just my father, 
either; I have many fond memories 
of watching football games with my 
grandparents on both sides. Possibly 
football appreciation is passed through 
familial ties. Although I said that I can’t 
recommend American football in Japan, if 
I can raise a family in the future, I firmly 
intend on passing on an appreciation of 
American football to my children, even 
in Japan. I have a dream of watching 
football with three generations of my 
family – including my father – and I will 
do my best to make that dream come 
true.
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