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The following are synopses of the news 
articles found in the Japanese edition. 

Hobara High School Commerce 
Department recipients of award 
from Development Bank of Japan

City Hall Service Counter temporarily available on two 
weekends

Waterworks Customer Service Center to be established
This center will be opened on April 1st, as Date City entrusts the 
water billing service counter and certain facility services to private 
contractors.
Center Location:
Date City Hall Hobara Main Office, Central Building 1st Floor (next to 
the Accounting Department)
Center services include:
●  Processing of various notifications (starting and stopping of water 

service, name and address changes, etc.)
●  Payment form printing, direct deposit billing registration, and other 

services related to water billing
●  Settlement of issues related to payment delinquency (such as water 

service suspension, etc.)
●  Answering general questions, such as those related to water usage 

amounts and water leaks

On Sunday, March 29th, and Saturday, April 4th, from 8:30 AM to 5 
PM, assistance can be had on the first floor of the City Hall’s Hobara 
Main Office Central Building for the following tasks:
① Change of Address Notifications
②  Issuance of Residence, Family Registry, and Personal Seal 

Registration Certificates
③ Personal Seal Registration
④ Issuance of Income, Tax Payment, and Tax Declaration Certificates

Financial assistance available to eligible families of students 
attending Date city schools; please contact either the school 
of attendance or the School Education Department.

October 2019 issue of Date City’s public 
relations magazine awarded in prefecture-
wide municipal journalism contest

Cooperation sought with wastewater 
reduction and grease drainage prevention

Grease disposal in wastewater drains is a major cause of sewer 
pipe blockage. 
Please take the following steps to protect our sewers:
●  Harden oil for fried food with coagulants, or soak it up with 

paper towel, before throwing it out as burnable waste.
●  Wipe dishes and cooking utensils with paper towel before 

washing them.

Concertgoers united by 
the music and dance of 
the Andes

Bus t l e  and  l augh te r 
return with reopening of 
Yanagawa’s Town Station

On Saturday, January 18th, the 
Date City International Exchange 
As soc ia t i on  hos ted  the  even t 

“Andean Music of Peru Performance 
& Workshop”. With music played by 
Peru’s “KALLPANDINA”, the entire 
hall was pulled into the Andean 
atmosphere of  the spectacular 
performance.

Be sure to stop by and try the award-
winning and nationally famous Niku-
Gorotto rice balls!

 Niku-Gorotto rice balls

October 2019 issue 
of Date City’s public 
relations magazine
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Traffic Accidents
Coordinator for International Relations’ Monthly Column by Anthony Gillan

　My father used to go to work by bicycle 
to maintain his health. Since he worked 
evening shifts at Boeing’s Everett factory, 
he would ride home at night, and ended 
up getting hit by automobiles numerous 
times. Recently, I’ve also started using 
a bicycle for health; and the other day, 
riding home in the dark, I was involved 
in an accident. Fortunately there were 
no injuries, and thanks to the kindness of 
the police and the other party, everything 
was quickly resolved.
　In America also, I was once the victim 
of an accident; but it was an entirely 
different experience than I’ve had in 
Japan. At that time, when the minivan 
I was riding in with my family came to 
a stop, we were rear-ended by a car 
traveling at 60 kilometers per hour. I was 
wearing a seat belt, so thankfully I didn’t 
fly out of my seat; but when I tried to get 
out, my body wouldn’t move. Even as I 
could hear the sound of gasoline gushing 
out of the ruptured fuel tank, and could 
sense the risk of an explosion growing 
higher and higher, I couldn’t get my body 
to budge. With a concentrated, desperate 
effort, I was at last able to move my 
arm and take my cellphone out from my 
pocket. I punched in 9-1-1, America’s 
emergency telephone number... only to 
receive a busy signal.
　I called again, and finally connected. In 
that time that had passed, I had become 
slightly able to move, and pushing 
through the pain, was able to get out 

of the vehicle. Thankfully, everyone in 
my family was already outside of the 
car. Shortly afterwards, a fire engine 
appeared, and a firefighter checked 
my condition. “You had better go to a 
hospital,” he said. “Unfortunately, we 
don’t have any ambulances available -- 
so you’ve got to get there yourself.”
　By comparing the two accidents, I think 
one can see some differences between 
Japan and the United States. Every day I 
am thankful to be able to live in Japan, a 
country with excellent public safety.

The Date City Coordinators for 
International Relations now have 
their own Facebook page!
Tony and Shannen will provide you 
with information on Date City in 
English.

FACEBOOK MESSAGE

Anthony GillanShannen Donovan
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