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Kindergarten and Preschool English Activities

We visited kindergartens and preschools throughout Date City with the goal of

introducing English through play and dance rather than study.

e Time frame:

April 2018~March 2019

¢ Number of classes: 99

¢ Cumulative number of students: About 1700

Month

Themes

April

Greetings and Animal Names

May

Color Names

June

Fruit and Vegetable Names

July

Review!

September

Color and Animal Names (Meeting Tony!)

October

Halloween and Number Names

November

Color, Fruit, and Vegetable Names

December

Christmas Games and Greetings

January

Body Part Names

February

“Be careful!” and Directional Phrases

March

Reviewing the songs and dances we’ve learned and reading a
picture book together!




CIR Activities with Elementary Students

We visited students in grades one and two in Tsukidate Elementary School and
students from grades one through four in Ote Elementary School with the purpose of
interacting with them in English. We told them stories, answered questions, and played
guessing games centered on comparisons of Japanese and American culture.

e Dates: May 2018 ~ February 2019

* Number of classes: 15 Cumulative number of students: 364

Date School Themes

5/29 Tsukidate | Self-introductions and BINGO Game

Ote
5/29 15t & 2nd
Grade

Ote Self-introductions and a talk about the US

6/13 3d g 4t
Grade

Ote
7/3 1%' & 2" | Songs and Dances
Grade

Ote

9/19 1% & 2™
Grade Tony’s Introduction and English Greetings

9/26 Tsukidate

Ote
10/16 15t & 2"
Grade Halloween

10/30 Tsukidate

Ote
11/29 3 & 4" Tony’s Introduction and a talk about the US
Grade

11/29 Tsukidate | Fruit Names and a talk about Fruit in the US

Ote
12/17 15t & 2M
Grade A talk about Christmas in the US

12/17 Tsukidate

Ote
1/30 1%t & 2" | A talk about New Year’s Day in the US
Grade
1/30 Tsukidate | Mamemaki
2/15 Ote Songs and Dances




English Workshops at the Library

Date City Library hosted a series of children’s English playtime events in which we
participated by reading aloud and singing for groups of children and their parents.
« Dates: June 14", Oct. 11", Dec. 13", March 7", & March 14"

e Cumulative number of participants: About 100

* Details: A member of the library’s staff prepared lesson plans which included many
songs, such as “The ABCs,” “Happy Birthday,” and “Silent Night.” We also read
from the English and Japanese versions of the same books and played simple
English games.

Sister City Letter Exchange

We facilitated a letter exchange between Date City’s Tsukidate Jr. High School and
Revere High School in Date City’s sister city of Revere, MA.
Participants from Tsukidate Jr. High School: 53

Participants from Revere High School: 35




nglish Courses

We offer a quarterly English course with an emphasis on speaking using practical
words and phrases, not the rigid English typically learned in schools. During every
session we strive to create a casual atmosphere in which participants can comfortably

express themselves and try out the new material.

« Dates: 1% session June 12"« 19" « 26"
2" session September 5"« 12"« 19"
3" session December 5™« 12"« 19™
4™ session March 18" « 22"« 27"

e Cumulative number of students: 169

e Details: We design the course material to allow students at all levels of fluency to
participate. During class, students are separated into groups of four to converse in
English and think about the answers to questions together. Meanwhile, we circle
the tables answering questions and providing explanations.

Month

Content

June “Giving Directions and Recommendations in Date City”

September | “Hotels, Tips, & Roleplay”

December “Let’s go shopping!”
March “Homestay”
Text sample:
What'’s this? * ~IFECTIM?

It’s a taxi. 4

% Where is ~?

—FELZANMFESTID? B BLERIEITE D ?

) s

" 1y
T W,

\ -
Berscyy, poat® " @

f'.{(_,‘l llg "Iﬂ: | -:L :.

“Where is the nearest Starbucks?” “Where is a place with good pizza?”



Ryozen Hiking Tour with Foreign Residents

Mount Rydzen is out of the way and generally unknown to foreign residents. That’s why

we offered a hiking tour of Mount Rydzen for foreign nationals living in Date City and

the surrounding area. The tour was also open to Date City residents, allowing for

cultural exchange and English / Japanese language practice.

Date: June 24" (Sunday) 9am to 4:30pm
Participants: 19 Foreign Participants
(Brazil, America, Vietnam, China,
Mexico, Jamaica)

10 Japanese Participants
Details: Participants met at Hobara station and took a shuttle bus to the mountain,
where we met the Japanese participants and the Ryozen Mountain Guides. We had
lunch at the summit at noon before visiting Ryozen Kdsaikan, Makiba no Jersey,
and Michi no Eki Ryozen, before heading back to Hobara Station.

Time Details
9:00 Meet at Hobara Station

10:00 Begin hike!

12:10 Reach the Summit & Have Lunch

14:00 Rest and Bath at Ryozen Kosaikan
15:00 Makiba no Jersey Ice Cream

15:40 Rydzen Michi no EKi

16:30 Conclusion of the tour at Hobara Station

5




Takako Walking Tour for Foreign Residents

Takako holds a number of curious places for those who do not know its history. We held
a walking tour of Takako’s Twenty Scenic Views with the goal of making this
information available to foreign residents of Date City.
« Date: October 6™ (Saturday) 9am to 3:30pm
e Participants: 17 foreign participants

(China, America, Jamaica, Philippines)

e Details: Participants toured three of the Takako Twenty Scenic Views as we
interpreted for the local guides. We then brought them to experience a traditional
Japanese tea ceremony, followed by a performance of traditional Japanese
storytelling. The tour ended with a trip to a grape orchard, where participants each
picked two bundles of Shine Muscat grapes!

Time Details
9:00 Meet at Takako Station

9:10 Visit the Scenic Views of Takako
10:40 Traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony
12:10 Lunch in Hobara

13:00 Folk Tale Performance

14:00 Shine Muscat Grape Picking

15:25 Visit Hobara Station

15:30 Return to Takako Station




CIR Activity Log (Date City Website » Facebook * Twitter)

Date City is full of interesting places! We visit as many as we can and convey our
experiences in both English and Japanese on the Date City website and social media.

Month

Content

April

Flower Viewing in Date City (4.10.18)

May

Hakozaki’s Historic Lion Dance
(5.10.18),

Getting your library card at Date City
Library (5.17.18)

June

Tsukidate Hana Kobo’'s Handmade
Goods Fair (6.21.18)

July

Abukyu’s Big Thanks Festival (7.1.18),
Yanagawa’s Machi no Eki (7.26.18)

August

Yanagawa Tenjin Shrine (8.8.18),
Hobara Summer Festival (8.11.18),
Yanagawa Summer Festival (8.12.18),
Ryozen Taiko Festival (8.19.18)

September

Anthony Gillan Introduction (9.10.18),
English Conversation Course (9.28.18)

October

The Mysterious Kumano Shrines of
Isazawa (10.15.18),
English Rakugo in Hobara (10.23.18)

November

Autumn in Ryozen (11.3.18),
Isazawa’s Community Chrysanthemum
Garden (11.15.18),

Craft Show at Tsukidate’s Koryu-kan
Morimori! (11.29.18)

December

AbuQ Walk!! (12.2.18),

Hobara’s 2018 Winter Illumination
(12.19.18),

Family Park Date (12.25.18)

January

Kitabatake Akiie and Ryouzen (1.10.19),
Community Firefighting 2019
Commencement Ceremony (1.16.19),
Japan’s Number One Onigiri (1.29.19)

February

Let’'s dry some persimmons! (2.1.19),
Mochi Making with Tokyo-ites! (2.20.19),
Bounding Monkey Boulder (2.28.19)

March

Date’s Wine “Café” (3.2.19),

Mayu Display in Yanagawa (3.5.19),
Introducing the Date-Revere Burger
Set! (3.22.19)

-

Flower Viewing in Date City

Hobara Summer Festival

Japan’s Number One Onigiri

Bounding Monkey Boulder



Article Composition for Shisei Dayori

We wrote articles comparing Japanese and American culture for Date City’s monthly

publication, Shisei Dayori. Every month, we sent English language copies of Shisei
Dayori to Date City’s sister city in the United States.

Month Content Month Content
April Celebrations in April October | Introducing our newest
colleague
May Long Distance Hiking Trails | November { Autumn on Either Side of
the Pacific
June It’s Raining, It’s Pouring December | Christmas Lights
July Independence Day and January | The Year-end Holidays
Hotdogs
August State Fairs February | Snowy Road Driving
September | Revere City’s Sand March St. Patrick’s Day
Sculpting Festival
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Shannen visited Sakura no Seibo Junior College to give a presentation about herself

and her life so far in Date City, as well as a foreigner’s perspective of Fukushima

Prefecture.

« Date: Friday, October 12"

e Participants: About 50

* Details: Shannen presented a 50 minute slideshow about her hometown’s
connection to Date City and how that influences her perspective of Fukushima.
She then took question from the students and subsequently answered more

guestions over email.

The Outside Experts’ Report Conference was an event to highlight the work that people

from outside of Date City are doing to improve residents’ daily lives. We participated as

one of the presenters.

 Date: Wednesday, November 14t

* Participants: 3 Town Revitalization Specialists, 2 CIRs, 3 “Teachering Tour”

Members

* Audience: 120

* Details: We gave a 15 minute presentation introducing ourselves, our hometowns,
and the work that we’ve been doing in Date City.




ALT Meetings

We attend monthly meetings with Date City’s Assistant Language Teachers during
which we help them communicate with the Board of Education. We also interpret for
the ALTs in matters concerning their daily lives.

* Dates: April 2018 ~ February 2019

* Number of ALTs: 6

Translation

Date City is rich in history! We translate the city’s historic markers and guide maps with
the hope to share this legacy with English speaking visitors.

Works translated: Date City’s Tourism Video, Waste Disposal Guide, Mount Rydzen
Guide Map, Takako Guide Map, & Date City’s Promotional Brochure

Owrdiome of Date City is @
Wwonderfuliplaces with historyl

Date City’s Tourism Video
’ 1 VT',":{" _‘z‘ -
.T 1&.’ { J\" B
A ; —d A

Takako Guide Map on display

at the Yanagawa Art Museum

10



[ How to Dlspose of Waste )

Please co: te to easure coll socted waste WILL NOT be collecled s

Please set out your waste at the designated sites on the moming of the apponted collection

cay. Please DO NOT disposa of waste before the collection dete

Please use the designated GREEN LABELED bags for burnable waste

o || .

Tree barchel

= Make e wr ulu 15 drasaed and the bap s suled
complutely

avNang

“Kchvan sorsen bicren wunie fooe sovaon sombelds

“Pager trank PIow ash pasw sk 2w ales. THesr Sarer

~Gleth trashlenttver oroducly <<« ol Teael stuffed arevais. bagh, Saes

“Flabsc ser Sprwiderbuckels. celoulsters wiee tares

“Yerd wasts Troe Lwigh, b, woordon GvOUidns, woob oot Sawen
~Cther === Dmpors. pocket—sond body sarmars sestarers o suiee ool (Kapenrans

Plrssse e SPECEAL CONTAINERS for sumn-surnable itome

#é of ¢

=07

) Pettary

Cornninr for ras brenabl

A

Please use o separate BLUE-LABELED bay for

h type of meyeishle waste

“Other Plastic
W St FET Zotties Other Plastic

9 5 H o
- & KL 39 e
24 1 15,9 (= Pl
o tolorless Brows fcher & !ﬂ‘ g
E < Due bag tor each cateesry Ploase ramove labels ét,
= < Labels nead mat de resased || o and rocpcle
= + Please recrcle wetal cabs || sy as “Othee Plostic™ Phuoe wash wth
= I wster b liapuns
= i It vaste
™

_ Plesse bundle and tie the items with 4 seing or sope. Ly

o fum B S @

Paper contaisers Paser Carters  Cardboard booes Newspaoer Migaz ine/Boaks

= Please dispose of the items at the designated sites

[ g5

B

-

g Vicromave  Slase Futen Hicycle  Alminee container Nardrabe

- <Electrical aspliances Word processars. Sterees. micromares v

= - Furniture - Wardrotes, beds, maltrisses. fatong

10 Wi 10 wherl- BerCion sheelchains OIber- -Ushrelrus olwnivee contaivers froine ouns

E Large heesahald (tens canbe carrind directly s e disoesal conler o sponinled Suscurs
(Colfectioe date> On the third Sendiy of even nesbar soths B:43-1130. 13.00~16:00
{Exceot December)

- = Desestic items that camot be dispased of at neighbarhoed col lection sites
=;ﬁ Beicen, tices. fire extinmuishers automcbile parts. farming tosis. sesticides
b agricultural waste, biotazardeus medical waste. comslrustion maste
P = Ceetact the ratailer e the recscle shoe / o
— ™
—— - Recyclablo home electrenic amol iances Tire watin gaisher
= Air conditiosmr. TV. refrigeratee. Lawndry machine .
= “ Contact = slecteeeich retailar i i
-~ 4 P —

= Computers Lamadey

— “ Mt coatact the mnulacturer Comauter L Welvineratar

53 < sz&Lll

One of 100 famous mourtaing
in Fulushima

82 5m

z V,g;;‘ O i e
< offius)
= Wrrnied (e hn i
=
=
: Neci Al car, stasl s Weromil cane @
= ilaa 1 Drokee phrcen, havt-grost glas, vases, Fass cups
= For serosct ceve. cleass
“Elactronis items ++1 Camerss, vidoo carwas. fachiights
+Othe Pattery, kit b, battaries shani-edgnd itams "m:;" ’::::{”'"
cro
Waste Disposal Guide
Date City in Numnbers
R PRI
‘f“ % 6 Land ana of Dete City
(EiB= ¢ « Lkm?
vt
DL T T
PRELHEOTHER am

Forest and ageeuturnd lans ama (%)

‘Mmau.lstl&m
TEGE EUArIRIRLRTIRT,

et o e 590 o

65% e

e it HERE—L #.15_‘2_6 70@5‘

%0 Appres. §,670 Sakys Doreas

Forvas (1)1, TEAw) e © B0 wpud juvarags F Be i W)

FRHERA OMRE

Leceton of Dete City Otice

w0

FEHAD

Population of Date Clty

60,8162
22,732i%.

00,816 pucpie
Mo of houssbhokde: 22732 hessevids
ADOBRSREO20,631 A TRYF

Toackrs WaE empuE MRS Nty ST 48 B
o Jepae 100 NwEI TS by M VT e
A oy w8 ow ot g g e TE RS

EORFROED & SHA, Wetboss

H=aRT
2018RI/ET—T = ARIA O in Masch SOUR I roessidn

-nlur!»—n,ym:. el arew e ocune new e Frycoen
% E FAOW, acaee s oo Doret et v R

B e e L
& g et yeaeen

Daternceato R
mmmmmﬁmmw

Soma-Futushima Fcad

1HRE R 4
IME*/‘P‘J’*J;‘/MM‘/&—!—:‘J&E ¥ km

WELT

et roarn 4w ok #

Indone chiktian's iaygraunde: 4 faciites in
e cty

FEREMCILGCHAT=RE ARRL S
N3 aABRT DEDFLR LT
=,

it o play ey B 8w, Y A by,
o Wiy one of B pelaciw's brped Feces of rbieed
o scapTEE w13 w13 sy vt e

City Promotional Brochure

31,185 LG5 TVt ADRBREGCR
*,

oo g 1 e S0 raaden 13 84,148 Pmsten
T e pEadibor £33 4 Farvaa o oo % 4w

o\ A

11

o)
BRGERC S TOGrETRTE, o vy 629190 ot iy

]

20165
No. of persimmon producens in Fukushima

Prefecture
No 1 (2015)

PERIBEEKRE

e

AMCSTFRTLIAER4 AT, PR
CRMORIXROH . FREOMLIRU R
[P

20 emTItLUrT,

Thars s fr Tiats Moot Arvrmasnions* Tovy e

®,
G Coty s By wnc0ec W prech procasms i Fobastans
Postecian, town ae & VR Aigea” bn s, 04 (80 a0

o ot panns sroducans = # e

oo b = “eaany
g P ety ks, 939 ageE T AT

FkEpSHiuEs

Sumear-gumn cucumbar ylekd

8% | ... 7 5,970,

ALERDEREL
201041

ARSI ARTOREM. BRSATLET,
R

Cusamones are

Sarm by gt P e

A s m———— FAEN 29
e

m—.m-u-e-uu.n-ump-m
avarn

parica, o Apel o



YouTube Video

We appeared on Date City’s YouTube Channel in both Japanese and English.

See for yourself by searching:
@ e J O T A5
YouTube 7 ¥ % /b

(Fukushima-ken
Date-shi Koushiki
YouTube Channel)

> N 201/206

ZNTI. Seeyou!

Or visit Date City’s
YouTube Channel by

scanning this QR code:

~ A message from Shannen~

Even after a little over a year here,
Date City continues to surprise me.
I’'m having fun learning about the
city’s history. I’'ve heard a lot of
interesting stories while visiting
places throughout Date and
translating information about them.
And everyone I’ve met along the way
has been extremely helpful and kind.
| hope to translate as much as | can
about Date in time to share it with

everyone coming in 2020!
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~ A message from Tony~

Working for Date City has been a dream come
true. Though | have lived in this area for nearly
ten years, | didn’t realize that Date City abounds
with natural beauty and rich history. Every day |
am happy to have the opportunity to learn more
about and meet more of the kind people of the
area that | have chosen to call home. Whether
using English to make known this area’s history
and culture in publications and social media, or
to nurture future generations at kindergartens
and elementary school, working as a CIR has

been very fulfilling.



