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The following are translations of news 
articles found in the Japanese edition. 

Hearing aids for hearing-impaired children subsidized

Supporting language acquisition in children with light to moderate 
hearing loss 
Available to parents of children who meet the following conditions:
● Child is under age 18.
● Child is a Date City resident.
●  Child has a hearing impairment at 30 dB or greater, but at less 

than 70 dB (in principal); and is ineligible for a physical disability 
certificate. However, even in cases where the hearing impairment is 
at less than 30 dB, certification of hearing aid necessity by a medical 
doctor grants eligibility.

●  A medical doctor has deemed that the utilization of a hearing aid 
can be expected to result in a definitive improvement in language 
acquisition, etc.

For each hearing aid (for one ear), 2/3 of the basic price of ￥150,000 
will be subsidized. 
Application for the subsidy is necessary prior to any hearing aid 
purchase; hearing aids that have already been purchased are not 
eligible for the subsidy. Please contact the City Hall's Childrearing 
Support Department for more information. 

“Code F-10” Begins
The experiential treasure-hunting game 

“Code F-10” has begun, where hints in the 
treasure map aid in finding treasure chests 
hidden across the prefecture. Together 
with the Pokémon “Chansey”, let's go on a 
treasure hunt and discover the charms of 
Fukushima Prefecture!
Duration: March 14th ～ November 1st, 2020

Rubella Prevention with Vaccination
 If pregnant women contract rubella, especially during the initial stages 
of pregnancy, the baby is at risk of developing congenital rubella 
syndrome. Let's make an effort towards rubella vaccination, and 
together with our families and the people around us, work to protect 
the babies of the future.
Periodic vaccinations for toddlers and preschool-age children (two 
doses) 
1st Dose: from the year after birth to before age two
2nd Dose: for children born between April 2nd, 2014, and April 1st, 
2015 (vaccination deadline is March 31st, 2021)
Additional Rubella Countermeasures (Periodic Vaccination)
Applies to men born between April 2nd, 1962 and April 1st, 1979; in 
the 2020 fiscal year, free vaccination coupons will be sent to men born 
between April 2nd, 1966, and April 1st, 1972.
※  Men who are applicable for the countermeasure program and would 

like to receive vaccination within the 2020 fiscal year, but do not 
have vaccination coupons on hand, are kindly requested to contact 
the Hobara Health Center's Health Promotion Department.

Fragrant garyū-ume in the spring sun 
(Yanagawa Hachiman Shrine, March 15th)



Date City Public Relations Magazine English Digest　2020.4　|　54　|　Date City Public Relations Magazine English Digest　2020.4

Ride the
Machinaka Taxis!

When going out

This explains how to use the Machinaka Taxis, 
which operate in each area of the city.

What are the Machinaka Taxis?
They are shared taxis that are requested by 
telephone. They are operated by the chambers 
of commerce in order to maintain the mobility 
of those with transportation impediments, and 
to rejuvenate shopping districts. 
There are three such taxis: Hobara Machinaka 
Taxi  Nottemikkā ,  the Yanagawa-Date 
Regional Machinaka Taxi, and the Ryōzen-
Tsukidate Machinaka Taxi.

Simple rider registration by telephone
Machinaka Taxis can be used by those who 
can get into and out of an automobile by 
themselves. Rider registration is required 
beforehand but it can be done simply over the 
phone.

Operation Days Weekdays
※Excluding August 14th ～16th and December 29th ～ January 3rd

Operating Hours 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM (varies with area)

How to Ride Please make a reservation by calling the telephone numbers 
listed below.

Fares ￥200～￥700 each way (varies with area)
※  Depending on the particular Machinaka  Taxi, the above 

information may vary. For details, please contact the numbers 
below. 

After the taxi comes to pick you up at your home, you can go to places such as 
hospitals and shopping districts. Additionally, by using set routes and transferring 
to other taxis, you can go to different areas within the city.

Example: Ryōzen Resident “A”

“I want to go from 
Ryōzen to a hospital 
in Hobara!”

①  Call and make a reservation with the 
Ryōzen-Tsukidate Machinaka Taxi.

②  Ride from your home to Kakeda Station, 
then to Hobara's Mawaransho ※ .

③  From Mawaransho, transfer to the Hobara 
Machinaka Taxi and ride to the hospital.

※ �Mawaransho� is�a�Machinaka�Taxi� station�
located�in�Hobara's�shopping�district.

Where can I go?

Assistance program for 
those who have returned their driving licenses

  ￥20,000 worth of taxi fare vouchers are available yearly to each 
person over age 65 who has given up his or her driving license.

Where to Apply Living Environment Department (City Hall 
Central Building, 3rd Floor); every City Hall 
Branch Office outside of Hobara Town

How to Apply Please bring your Driving Career Certificate, 
etc., or another document that shows that 
you have returned your driving license, and 
submit the application form.

Contact Information ▼ Hobara Machinaka Taxi
☎ 574-4455

▼ Ryōzen-Tsukidate Machinaka Taxi
☎ 586-3900

▼ Yanagawa-Date Machinaka Taxi
☎ 527-2227
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Support system for childrearing households

Information on 

Childcare Allowances

Childcare Allowance

[Applicability]
For people raising children, until the 
first 31st of March after the child's 15th 
birthday (received by the parent with 
the highest income)

Payout Day（※） Applicable Months
June 5th February ～ May
October 5th June ～ September
February 5th October ～ January

※  In the case of a weekend or holiday, payout is 
on a previous day

◇Payout Intervals

Category Monthly Allowance Amount
Under age 3 ￥15,000
Over age 3; before end 
of elementary school

1st and 2nd child ￥15,000
3rd child and after ￥15,000

Middle school student ￥10,000
Exceptional payments (for those exceeding 
the income limit) ￥5,000

◇ Allowance Amounts

※  Exceptional payments are given to those who cannot receive child 
benefits due to the income limit. Please refer to the income limit table.

Number of 
Dependent Relatives Income

0 ￥6,220,000
1 ￥6,600,000
2 ￥6,980,000
3 ￥7,360,000
4 ￥7,740,000
5 ￥7,740,000

◇ Income limit table

※  When dependents number six or more, the 
income limit rises by ￥380,000 per person.

※  The income limits include deductions.
※  The income limits for people who the Income 

Tax Law defines as tax-deductible elderly 
spouses, or those with dependent elderly 
relatives, rise by ￥60,000 per person over the 
limits in the above chart.

Child Support Allowance

[Applicability]
For people raising children in single-
parent households, until the first 31st of 
March after the child's 18th birthday (or 
not later than age 20, when there is a 
defined physical or mental disability)

▼  Also applicable under the following 
circumstances:

•  The father or mother has a severe 
physical or mental disability

•  The recipient is a victim of spousal 
violence

Payout Day（※） Applicable Months

May 11th March ～ April

July 11th May ～ June

September 11th July ～ August

November 11th July ～ August

January 11th November ～ December

March 11th January ～ February

◇ Payout Intervals

※  In the case of a weekend or holiday, payout is 
on a previous day

Category (Number of Children) Monthly Allowance Amount

One Child
Full Allowance ￥43,160
Partial Allowance ￥10,180 ～￥43,150 depending on income

Two Children ￥5,100 ～ ￥10,190 added to 1st child allowance
Three or More Children From the 3rd child on, an additional ￥3,060 ～￥6,110

◇ Allowance Amounts

Special Child Support Allowance

[Applicability]
For people raising children under the 
age of 20 with moderate to severe 
physical or mental disabilities

Payout Day（※） Applicable Months
November 11th August ～ November
April 11th December ～ March
August 11th April ～ July

※  In the case of a weekend or holiday, payout is 
on a previous day

◇Payout Intervals

Category Monthly Allowance Amount(as of April)
Child with Level 1 Disability ￥52,500 per child
Child with Level 2 Disability ￥34,970 per child

◇ Allowance Amounts

※  The allowance is not given in cases where the parent, or relatives at 
the same address, exceed the income limit.
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Worksheets for Children
Coordinator for International Relations’ Monthly Column by Anthony Gillan

　As the new academic year begins, we 
CIRs (Coordinators for International 
Relations) are looking forward to seeing 
the smiling faces of children at the 
kindergartens and certified childcare 
centers  where  we teach  “Eng l i sh 
Experiences.” These events are always 
fun, and we are looking forward to 
passing on the joys of language to new 
children. Of course, the focus of these 
English Experiences is spoken language, 
utilizing everyone's ears and mouths; but 
to ensure that the children remember the 
session, we end each one by handing out 
worksheets.
　The front page of each worksheet is a 
coloring sheet, drawn anew each month 
by CIR Shannen Donovan. Shannen 
is a very good artist, and last year she 
even illustrated an incredible picture 
board theatre story (kamishibai) that we 
presented during the English Experiences.  
Our talented artist Shannen can draw 
nearly anything, and always delights 
the children with her eagerly-awaited 
coloring pages.
　On the reverse side of the worksheets 
is the wordsearch which I compile. In 
American schools such wordsearches 
are quite popular, but it seems to me 
that they are relatively unknown here 
in Japan. These particular wordsearches 
consist of grids of letters in which words 
are hidden vertically and horizontally. By 
searching for these words, children can 
have fun while (unwittingly) developing 

their letter recognition abilities.
　While every month we spend less than 
an hour at each of the kindergartens 
and certified childcare centers which we 
visit, the fun and learning of the English 
Experiences is able to keep going with 
the distribution of the worksheets created 
through the combined abilities of your 
CIRs.

The Date City Coordinators for 
International Relations now have 
their own Facebook page!
Tony and Shannen will provide you 
with information on Date City in 
English.

FACEBOOK MESSAGE


