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The following are translations of news 
articles found in the Japanese edition. 

Special Cash Payments for Newborn Babies to be 
Distributed
▼ Eligible Children
Children born from April 28th, 2020 to March 3rd, 2021, who have 
been continuously registered as Date City residents from the day of 
birth to the application date
▼ Eligible Applicants
Fathers or mothers who live with eligible children, and have been 
continuously registered as Date City residents from the day of birth to 
the application date
▼ Payment Amount　　￥100,000 per newborn baby
▼ Application Deadline　April 30th, 2021

Evacuation Guidelines
Five Things to Know in Advance:
①  Evacuation is done to avoid danger. There is no need for people 

already in a safe place to evacuate.
②  Refuge sites are not limited to the schools and community centers 

designated by the City. Consider the safe homes of relatives or 
acquaintances.

③  There is a shortage of masks, disinfectant, and thermometers. Please 
bring what you can along with you to the evacuation shelter, including 
anything else that you might need.

④  Review yet again the City-designated evacuation areas and evacuation 
shelters.

⑤  Moving outdoors during heavy rain is dangerous, even by car. When 
there is no choice but to spend the night in a car, carefully check your 
surroundings to avoid being flooded.

When Staying in an Evacuation Shelter:
◯Avoid closed spaces, crowded places, and close-contact settings
・Aim to keep a distance of approximately 2 meters from other evacuees.
・Avoid conversations in close-contact settings.
・ Keep the evacuation shelter sanitary with regular cleaning and ventilation.
◯Be consistent and thorough with handwashing and disinfection
・ Many people stay at an evacuation shelter. Diligently wash and 

disinfect your hands after touching something touched by many others 
(doors, handrails, etc.), before meals, after using the toilet, etc.

◯Check your physical health daily
・ Check your body temperature, etc., on a daily basis, and if there is 

a change in your temperature or health condition, freely inform the 
evacuation shelter staff.

Is your concrete block wall safe?
Please check to see if concrete block walls and similar structures are unsafe.

National Census to Begin, with Participation of All 
Households in Japan
■Response Period for Paper Questionnaires
October 1st (Thursday) to October 7th (Wednesday)
■Internet Response Period
September 14th (Monday) to October 7th (Wednesday)

Health Exams for Children Entering School Next Year
Health exams will be performed on children newly entering elementary 
school in the 2021 academic year. 

Applications for the Temporary Repair Program for 
Houses Accepted until September 30th
September 30th is the application deadline for the Temporary Repair 
Program for Houses, offered in response to the Reiwa 1 East Japan 
Typhoon (Typhoon #19; Typhoon Hagibis).

2020 Fiscal Year Medical Examinations for Date City 
Residents
Group examinations are by appointment only
Exam Period: September 1st 〜 late November

Municipal Library to Give Away Magazines
Date: Saturday, September 26th 10:00 〜 12:00
Location: Multipurpose Hall of the Date Municipal Library

Countermeasures Enacted Against Impaired Television 
Reception
The Association of 700 MHz Frequency Promotion [sic] is implementing 
countermeasures against the effects of radio transmission tests, which 
may include the distortion or cessation of television images.
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Goodbye For Now
Coordinator for International Relations’ Monthly Column by Shannen Donovan

worked here as a CIR, whether we 
visited Yanagawa, Hobara, Date, Ryōzen, 
or Tsukidate, there were always people 
willing to teach us about their homes. 
I’m grateful to all of those people. I 
learned so much about Japanese history 
just by exploring Date City and hearing 
their stories.
Sadly, I have to say goodbye for now. 
Towards the end of August, my work 
here as a CIR will come to an end and 
I’ll be going home. I’m going home to 
live with my family. I might start keeping 
a garden like all of the beautiful ones 
I’ve seen around Date City. In any case, 
I’ll always be cheering for 
Date City. Thank you 
for everything and, 
most of all, I hope 
you’ll all stay safe 
and healthy!

Hello! This month, it’s me, Shannen, 
writing to you! I would like to tell you 
about my first impressions of Date City.
I f irst  visited in 2012, when I was 
seventeen. Before coming, I was told that 
Date City was in the countryside, which I 
thought meant that there would be cows. 
I never found any cows. Instead, as you 
know, there were whole valleys of rice and 
fruit trees and I was convinced that the 
fruit here tastes better than anywhere else. 
Things like that, which you might be 
accustomed to, always turn out to be 
more impressive to visitors. For example, 
I think the city’s long history is pretty 
neat. Every summer, the Hobara summer 
festival is hosted on “Jinya Road,” named 
as such because, hundreds of years ago, 
it was the site of a military encampment. 
Date City is full of places with similar 
histories. In the three years that I’ve 

Invitation Letters to the Coming-of-Age Ceremony to 
be Sent in Mid-November
Recipients:  Date City residents born between April 2nd, 2000 and 

April 1st, 2001
Ceremony Date: Sunday, January 1st , 2021 from 10:30 AM
Location: Hobara Gymnasium 

Tsukidate Hana Kōbō September Workshops
Herb Workshop
Date: Monday, September 28th 10:30 〜 12:00
Fee: ¥1850 (includes materials)
Application: Registration required for all workshops
Contact: Tsukidate Hana Kōbō ☎ 573-3888


