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The following are translations of news 
articles found in the Japanese edition. 

Check out “Ii-nai! Date” !
We are using video to introduce the 
scenery, buildings, playgrounds, etc., 
of Date City that make you want to 
spontaneously say, “That’s great!” As 
we are not only introducing scenery and 
playgrounds to those outside the city, 
but also to city residents, please be sure to watch them.

Notifications of Entrance to Elementary and Middle 
School Sent Out
Enrollment notifications were sent out in mid-January to those entering 
public schools in April (those for 6th grade elementary school students 
were distributed at school). Those whose enrollment notifications have 
not arrived are asked to please contact the School Education Department.

Free Consultation on Taxes and Income Tax Returns
● Phone Consultation
 (Fukushima Tax Consultation Office ☎ 543-3907) 
Dates:  Monday, February 15th 〜 Wednesday, March 10th; 9:30 AM 〜 

4 PM (excludes weekends and holidays)

Assistance in Education and Training Expenses 
Available to Single-Parent Households
Aid is given to single-parent households in covering education 
and vocational training expenses. Application is necessary prior to 
registering for courses. Please first consult with the Childrearing 
Support Department.

Allowance Name Eligible Courses, etc. Allowance Amount
Educat ion and Tra in ing 
A l l o w a n c e  t o  S u p p o r t 
Independence

Designated educational and 
training courses to develop 
vocational abilities

60% of course fees 
(maximum of ¥200,000)

Fund to Facilitate High-Grade 
Vocational Training

Studying under a training 
agency to obtain qualifications 
as a nurse, care worker, etc.

¥75,000 monthly
(maximum of four years)

P a y m e n t  t o  S u p p o r t 
Attainment of the “Certificate 
fo r  S tudents  Ach iev ing 
the Prof ic iency Level  of 
Upper Secondary School 
Graduates”

Courses taken by one who 
has not graduated from high 
school (whether a single 
parent or their child) with 
the aim of passing the high 
school graduate equivalency 
exam

40% of course fees at course 
completion (maximum of 
¥100,000); 20% of course 
f ee s  when  e l i g ib l e  f o r 
certificate (at time of course 
comp l e t i on ,  comb ined 
maximum of ¥150,000)

Light Vehicle Taxes Applied on April 1st
Please complete procedures for the following prior to the end of March:
・Acquiring, deregistering, or transferring ownership of a light vehicle
・Change of Owner Address
▼ Point of contact to conduct revision procedures for light vehicles

License Plate or Vehicle Type Contact Agency

Date City
License
Plate ※

Genstuki Motorbike
(a motorcycle or microcar with an engine of 
125 cc or smaller)

Date City Hall Taxation 
Department, or any of the City 
Hall Branch Offices
[Hobara] ☎ 575-1138
[Date] ☎ 583-5525
[Yanagawa] ☎ 577-7211
[Ryōzen] ☎ 586-1111
[Tsukidate] ☎ 572-2111

Small Specialized Vehicles
(agricultural vehicles, etc.)

Fukushima 
License
Plate

Light Vehicles

Light Motor Vehicle Inspection 
Organization Fukushima Office
(Fukushima City, Yoshikura-aza, 
Yaji 18-1)
☎ 050-3816-1837

Two-Wheeled Light Vehicles (motorcycles 
with an engines size over 125 cc and up to 
250 cc)

Tohoku Distr ict  Transport 
Bureau　Fukushima　Branch 
Office
(Fukushima City, Yoshikura-aza, 
Yoshida 54)
☎ 050-5540-2015

Two-Wheeled Small Vehicles
(motorcycles with an engine size over 250 cc)

※ Including license plates from the five former towns

We visit production sites, putting a spotlight on 
the manufacturing industry and Date’s high-level 
craftsmanship.   [Irregular Uploads]

Covering the “NOW” of Date agriculture, it is 
brought to you together with the sentiments of 
those who farm with love.   [Irregular Uploads]

The Strawberries 
of Date 

Available Now

Nōsanbutsu NOW Made in DATE ino Date 
Available Now
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Obligation Chocolate
Coordinator for International Relations’ Monthly Column by Anthony Gillan

such a task, I would flatly refuse. 
Even though St. Valentine’s Day 
is expected to be an occasion for 
romantic relationships to blossom, 
doling out chocolate in compliance 
with workplace expectations is 
the photo-negative of romance. 
  I have decided to refuse any 
obligation chocolate. Of course, I 
will gladly gobble up any chocolate 
given to me for any reason on 
any day, other than obligatory 
chocolate on St. Valentine’s Day. 
To those seeking an occasion to 
hand out tokens of appreciation 
to  the i r  coworkers ,  I  sugges t 
Christmas. Somehow, Christmas 
in Japan has been contorted into 
an actual romantic holiday, but 
in Western culture it is a time to 
treasure family and friends, and 
even those we merely encounter 
on a daily basis are given gifts such 
as cookies. Being near the end of 
the year, it is a good opportunity to 
express thanks to others for their 
efforts and sentiments over the past 
twelve months, showing equitable 
appreciation and goodwill to all.

　 F e b r u a r y  i s  t h e  m o n t h  o f 
St. Valentine’s Day. In America, it is 
a celebration of romantic love, and 
an opportunity to present gifts to the 
object of one’s romantic affection. 
One notable exception is found in 
elementary schools, where both boys 
and girls indiscriminately distribute 
gifts such as Valentine cards and 
chocolate candies to every member 
of their class. For this reason, the 
modern Japanese phenomenon 
o f  h a v i n g  w o m e n  d i s t r i b u t e 
chocolate to their coworkers on 
this day, at first reminded me of 
children at elementary school; but 
after years of living in Japan, it 
seems more than anything to be 
an unjust and oppressive custom.
　It is mysterious that, despite 
having no relation to daily business 
activities, distributing chocolate is 
a veritable obligation at Japanese 
workplaces; and the reality that 
w o m e n  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b u y 
chocolate for distribution from their 
own personal funds raises doubts 
to any claims of gender equality. 
I f  I  were expected to perform 


