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Date brands that embody the richness of the land

iThanks to fertile soils and a climate that varies dramatically in temperature
over the year, Date produces fresh and seasonal foods unique to the area,
including fruits such as peaches, grapes, persimmons, and strawberries, as
\well as vegetables such as cucumbers.

Date’s peaches, known nationwide as the city’s signature product, are
graded based on sugar content, size, color, and other factors using optical
Sensors. Various local specialties are shipped out from early July to late S8
October, and are popular among Furusato Nozei (hometown tax) donors: S
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Keeping tradition alive at the Ryozen Taiko Festival

Date is home to many festivals that continue local traditions, as well as
new festivals that invigorate the community through the involvement of local
residents.

One such event is the Ryozen Taiko Festival, in which taiko drum preservation
groups from all across the city take part. Raising their short, thick paulownia
bachi (drumsticks) high into the air, drummers heroically beat Ryozen taiko
drums, which have been around for over 350 years. All the preservation
groups then join together to put on a simultaneous drumming performance,
overwhelming the audience with sheer power. The energy of the festival builds
and reaches its peak.
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Date, a village steeped in history

In 1189, Minamoto no Yoritomo awarded the district of Date to the Nakamura clan of Hitachi
Province (part of present-day Ibaraki Prefecture) for their success in the Battle of Oshu, and
the clan changed their name to Date. Tomomune, the founder of the Date clan, built a large
residence in Takakogaoka, and the clan was based in Date for the next 400 years.

During the Kamakura period (1185-1333), the clan established roots in various parts of the
Date region. Then, as the Date clan’s power expanded during the Muromachi period (1336-1573),
successive heads of the clan frequently traveled to Kyoto to develop close ties with the
Muromachi shogunate. In the vicinity of Yanagawa Castle, where the clan was based, temples
and shrines associated with the Date clan were erected, including the Yanagawa Hachiman
Shrine, Rinnoji Temple, and Toshoji Temple, and the area prospered as a hub for the southern
Oshu region.

In 2019, the “Date Clan Yanagawa Ruins,” which includes the site of the Date clan’s residence
(Yanagawa Castle Site), was designated a national historic site. The Doniwa Ruins and Iwajizo
Ruins were added to the designation in 2022. These sites play a key role in research into the
formation of medieval Japanese states in the Tohoku region.
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Comprehensive Community Sports Club “Fun-Spo Date”

In 2022, the Comprehensive Community Sports Club “Fun-Spo Date” was established to enable city residents
to engage in sports “anytime, anywhere, for as long as they want.” The nickname “Fun-Spo(rts) Date” was
conceived by an elementary school student in Date City, with the hope that many people would have fun
playing sports. The sports club offers lessons in soccer, dance, and kids’ sports (parent-child exercise play)
for elementary and junior high school students, allowing many children to participate in sports activities. Going
forward, Fun-Spo Date plans to gradually expand the types of activities available to participants of more ages.

In addition, Date City has many athletic facilities, providing an ideal environment for people to enjoy a variety
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Date Momo no Sato Marathon

Held from late August to early September, the Momo no Sato Marathon is a staple event in Date
City that has been held more than 60 times. The course is relatively flat and easy to pace, covering
a wide range of scenery from urban and residential areas to peaceful rice fields and fruit orchards.
Runners donning unique costumes and taiko drum performances by locals along the course add to
the excitement of the marathon.
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Building a community where people can feel safe

Over 1,100 people support the safety of the Date community as members of the local volunteer fire brigade,
whose motto is to “protect our own community by ourselves.” The city holds its own firefighting skills
competition to improve firefighting techniques, and strives to raise residents’ level of disaster prevention
awareness and knowledge by teaching about crisis management and the importance of “self-help” and “mutual
aid” during disasters through disaster drills and lectures.

In addition, traffic education specialists and community members stand watch along school commuting routes
to ensure that children get to school safely each morning.
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Smart Wellness Club “Fine”

“Fine” is a health and exercise program conducted at five locations in the city, with classes for
different purposes and exercise types. The classes focus primarily on weight training and aerobic
exercise using gym machines, and all classes are staffed by exercise instructors.
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The Wellbeing Club meets twice a week in neighborhood halls, among other locations. ﬁ’(bﬁgﬁ'j< P)Z\"Tﬁ/{_‘/l\?&,ﬂa‘-@bét\ Z_’('iz_’e‘
Exercise classes are organized mainly by resident associations and held at over 100
LA f resident: ticipate to help i thei ise habit: d ints t ~ > =
Z«?Phuther?:gsginrfﬁé ?grﬁrgjgi‘t(;‘_pa e to help improve their exercise habits and interac il}ﬁﬁh‘zb‘bﬂi?}

Date Smart Wellness Point Program

This program is designed to promote walking by creating opportunities for city residents to
exercise and stay fit and form healthy habits. Participants can earn points for their daily steps and
health activities, which can be redeemed for a variety of benefits.
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Becoming a Smart Wellness City

In order to become “Smart Wellness City: Date City,” a place where every resident can lead a safe, secure, and
enriching life in good health and with a sense of purpose, Date City is promoting various programs centered on
walking, based on the belief that “health is the source of happiness, and walking is the foundation of health.”

The city also provides attentive health services aimed at preventing diseases and serious illnesses and
promotes the enhancement of nursing care and welfare services, community engagement, and life fulfillment
so that senior citizens and people with disabilities can continue to live with peace of mind in familiar
neighborhoods.
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Seamless childcare support =01 Y

Date City has been implementing its own version of the Finnish neuvola system (neuvola means “place of advice” in ﬁ J L,/ \ \yb- - /
Finnish). This system strives to offer personalized support centered on neuvola public health nurses who are assigned _
to each mother and child, linking maternal and child healthcare with childcare support to provide seamless support ;EE&-FEE_& /'U/\@E}‘]_Féﬂ H% [ C. ﬁaéfﬁ fj\ 5 0) B?ﬂ [,\ & bt?ﬁt ( C?ﬁﬁ
from pregnancy to pre-school childcare. The city is creating a safe environment for raising children by establishing . ° . N _
kodomoen (certified children center) and afterschool programs, among other measures. ) |— B L%/ \ \yﬁ' — yJ 73? 7°|Jt Vi |\ L/t L,\ % a’o % 3 %L\/{K%CD Eﬁ
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Enhancing school education to foster a zest for life (© MODERHY-TH

Schools in Date City provide a well-balanced education that nurtures children’s mind, body, and character so S - RN ]
that they can grow up physically and mentally healthy to become leaders of the future. Ry hafEs/c7AT IV FE
In order to foster solid academic skills, each school promotes class enrichment through ICT-based learning,

such as digital screens or projectors and tablets, alongside conventional teaching methods. Schools also = = T3\
provide programming education that utilizes robots. Schools further promote hands-on activities that enable E% bkz{ t ﬁm EZ’ ‘D ) I

students to learn through the five senses, such as internships, volunteer experiences, school camps, and
coming-of-age ceremonies.
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Michi-no-Eki Date-no-Sato Ryozen: A gateway to Date City’s attractions
L Date City is home to thriving industries, particularly in the agricultural sector. Michi-no-Eki (roadside station)
"\ Date-no-Sato Ryozen, which opened in March 2018, is Date City’s top tourist exchange center, attracting over
. 1.3 million visitors annually with a collection of fresh produce and specialty products produced in the city. Date
b UQLULULUEdUUUUEE puyod Shoku-an, a restaurant at the station, conveys the appeal of Date City through its food by serving dishes that

pupffpuviClud iUl BN aRUERE 'Y feature fresh local vegetables and Date-brand chicken (a local specialty).
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Development of a new industrial park

In 2021, the Tohoku-Chuo Expressway (Soma-Fukushima Road) connecting Fukushima
City and Soma City opened fully to traffic, and four interchanges were built in Date City. Amid
improvements to the logistics network surrounding Date City, a new 10.4-hectare industrial
park was developed one kilometer from the Date-Chuo Interchange. Companies located in the
park will gradually begin operating in fiscal 2023.
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2024 FLIRE. FESRT IC DELICAFVE—ILDOBEENFESN
TWVWEY, RILEEDFTVIEEREZESMMRIC. £/ 1,500 FAZZ
ABADFRNNTEDILET, Bibig 2 A OE LA BRFENE T,
AEON Mall to open
AEON Mall is scheduled to open near the Date-Kori Interchange sometime after 2024. The
facility, which is one of the largest retail spaces in the Tohoku region, is expected to draw more

than 15 million people to the area annually, thereby boosting the entire northern part of the
prefecture.
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Living in Date

Date City has established a number of facilities, including indoor playgrounds, forest parks, libraries,
and museums, and is actively engaged in all areas of childcare, education, health promotion, welfare,
and disaster prevention to ensure that residents are able to lead pleasant lives. The city is also working
to improve resident services by promoting digitalization, which will be essential in the years ahead.
Furthermore, the city is working to further enhance the comfort of the living environment by maintaining
and extending the lifetime of city roads and reassessing local public transportation, while protecting the
infrastructure that underlies our daily lives, such as ensuring a stable supply of delicious water and proper
management of sewerage facilities.
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Moving to and settling in Date

For those interested in moving to Date City, the city provides one-stop support encompassing everything from getting to know Date to actually
living in the city. Support is provided for work, housing, and childcare through measures such as a consultation service offered by the “Relocation
Concierge” and the relocation support program for childcare and welfare workers.

On the north side of Takako Station on the Abukuma Express Line (Takakogaoka, Hobara-machi), the city is working to create a Continuing Care
All generations Community (CCAC) in which all members from all generations play an active role in the community. By utilizing the rich natural
resources of the Takako area, promoting multi-generational exchanges revolving around agriculture, welfare, and health, and connecting people,
products, and industries, the city aims to create a community that fosters new values and allows everyone to live in a manner true to themselves.
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by bringing together the knowledge and capabilities of many entities,
including residents, civic groups, and private companies.
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Tominari Art Festival and Bankata Market

The Tominari Art Festival, organized mainly by the Tominari Community
Development Promotion Association, is held in the Tominari district of
Hobara-machi. The festival was launched to create an opportunity for local
residents to enjoy art close to home, and has been met with a positive
response both inside and outside of the community. In addition, the Tominari
Bankata Market, at which producers sell local agricultural products and
other goods, is held once a month. Seeing visitors’ delight is a source of joy
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The average temperature in Date City in 2022 was 13.3°C. The average temperature
N, m
~

was 25.5°C in July and 0.6°C in January. For reference, the highest temperature was
above sea level
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Date City is situated in northern Fukushima Prefecture and lies Elevation

northeast of Fukushima City, home to the prefectural government. Its

location in the Fukushima Basin offers distant views of Mt. Ryozen
(part of the Abukuma Mountains) to the east;the Azuma mountain
range to the west, and the mountains along the border of Miyagi
Prefecture to the north.

38.4°C and the lowest temperature was —-11.5°C.
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Annual rainfall
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Mt. Ryozen is a symbol of Date City as well as a well-known

example of the Tohoku region’s most magnificent mountains. By i

Although low in elevation, it is held in high esteem. Alpinist Motoo ot [

Iwasaki has selected it as one of the New 100 Famous Mountains

of Japan.
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iﬁ&ﬁ%$@¥ﬁ1¥iﬁ[;|cgt“b? The annual rainfall in Date City in 2022 was 835.5 mm. In the

\ 7 3 past ten years (2013-2022), the average rainfall has been around
M KMEFFITHITT 1,007 mm
SR y There are seven industrial parks in Date City. The new industrial park currently offering .
el S FAIP FYTRVIRS HBHSEI/BEHE lots for sale is conveniently located just one kilometer from the interchange. No.1in
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The number of households is
decreasing overall, but increasing in

e ©28,021. 20204

There are 28,021 males and

the Date area.
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Indoor playground facilities in the city
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Children can have fun in sandboxes,
ride tricycles, and play with some of
the largest playground equipment in
Fukushima Prefecture without worrying
about the weather.

29,365 females in the population
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Number of persimmon growers
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Summer-autumn cucumber harvest
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Date City ranks first in Fukushima Prefecture, known as

the “Fruit Kingdom” of Japan, and ninth in the nation for
the size of its persimmon harvest, with 5,990 metric tons
harvested annually. As the birthplace of anpogaki (semi-
dried persimmons), the city also ranks first in Fukushima TRIFXT,
Prefecture for its number of persimmon farms.

/7024
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Cucumbers are cultivated in both open fields and
greenhouses and shipped out over a large part of the
year, from April to November.
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Number of JR/Abukuma Express Line stations
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Date City ranks second in Fukushima Prefecture
for its number of peach farms, harvest volume, and
peach planted area. The city ranks fourth in the
nation for its peach harvest.

Poultry farming
FEOR Laying hens
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Number of kodomoen (certified children
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The Tohoku-Chuo Expressway links the Tohoku Expressway and Joban o o N . . _ -
CEBBENTHAEHIC7 DHY TTRDFB CAY Expressway, creating a single, uninterrupted route. Four interchanges are located A TSURHEED [{FHZEE] (FUH. T0OA S—PEIN

R—hLET, noec DIHDEBOINATT,
2018%I(C FE*Tthﬁ(L/iFD‘B\{Ei}Zt A This Michi-no-Eki (roadside station) opened in 2018 with the

theme of “a blstro/lnn floating between the countryside and the

|\DJ 73_17' 7[;2’ 7°/L17LE0)5R0 E mountains.” Over 1.3 million people visit it annually.

Date City is also active in poultry farming of laying hens and

There are seven kodomoen located throughout Date City that
broiler chickens, including Datedori, a brand of local chicken.

support residents in caring for their children.
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